17 DECEMBER 2023 | VOL.IV ISSUE 3

Diocese of Waterford & Lismore

Celebrating and supporting faith, hope and love in the heart, of the fqmdy’

A
E] Find us qn Facebook 5"

@ “Follow us on Instagrarg,
> Subsci'lbe to-: us on Yo&:Tube

.- www.waterfordlismore.ie -

‘-

image: canva.com

Hear _____Talk

Grab your Bible and look up the Gospel reading. In today's readings we hear about John the
Don’t have one? No worries, you can find this Baptist and his mission for the Messiah’s
coming.

week's readings online here. ) )
e John was a witness for the Messiah: he was

just pointing the way.

e Is there someone in your life whose witness

_I) _rl / of faith has inspired you in your own
journey of faith? What was it about them
that struck you?

e What are some of the ways that you could
give witness to your faith to those around
you?

e What are some of the things that prevent you
from witnessing and speaking about your
faith to others?

Check out_this video on the readings for children.

In the Gospel today we reflect further on the
mission of John the Baptist and focus on the gift
of Joy this Gaudete Sunday!

e What is the Holy Spirit saying to you
through this piece of Scripture? How do
these words resonate with you personally?

e On the Third Sunday of Advent, we light the
pink candle of JOY. Are we sharing JOY
with those around us — all people — family, (]
friends, strangers? Prepare apmell)nger bed fc}:r Fam l Iy Challenge!
baby Jesus.

e Every day this week, write the name of a
person you love and want to pray for on a
small strip of paper and place it in the
manger. Keep adding names to the manger

Today is also known as Bambinelli Sunday - a tradition
which encourages people to bring the Baby Jesus from
their crib to be blessed, then placed in a special place
until He is moved to the crib on Christmas Eve. If you
weren’t able to get your little figure of Jesus blessed,
bed until Christmas Day. On Christmas Day then you can use the suggested prayer found at
place baby Jesus on the bed of love you have www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org

prepared for Him.


https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN3pVwI4TcSHYFo6O14TIyA?reload=9
https://www.facebook.com/Diocese-of-Waterford-and-Lismore-124495764656586/
https://www.instagram.com/waterford_and_lismore_diocese/
https://www.catholicireland.net/readings/?feature=sunday
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ntR-xmBVDcY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ntR-xmBVDcY
https://www.facebook.com/Diocese-of-Waterford-and-Lismore-124495764656586/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN3pVwI4TcSHYFo6O14TIyA?reload=9
http://www.waterfordlismore.ie/
https://www.instagram.com/waterford_and_lismore_diocese/
http://www.waterfordlismore.ie/resources
http://www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org/

DO WE RECOGNISE JESUS?

This Sunday’s Gospel invites us to continue our reflection on
the person and mission of John the Baptist. Today we depart
from the Gospel of Mark and read a selection from the Gospel
of John.

The Gospel for today combines a brief passage from the
prologue to John's Gospel with a report about John the
Baptist. As in Mark's Gospel, the Gospel of John contains no
birth narrative. Instead, John's Gospel begins with a
theological reflection that has come to be called the
“prologue.” This prologue places the story of Jesus in its
cosmological framework. It speaks of Jesus' existence with
God since the beginning of time. In John's Gospel, Jesus is
presented as the fulfilment of the Old Testament and the
culmination of the Word, the light that is coming into the
world’s darkness.

Following this prologue, John reports on the ministry of John
the Baptist. We learn about the attention that John the Baptist
received from the Jewish authorities. Messengers from the
Jewish priests, the Levites and the Pharisees question John
about his identity and the meaning of the baptisms that he is
performing. John's Gospel uses these questions to establish
the relationship between Jesus and John the Baptist. John the
Baptist is not the Messiah, nor is he Elijah or the Prophet. In
John's denials, we hear echoes of the kind of messianic
expectations that were common in first-century Palestine.

The only affirmative response that John the Baptist gives is
when he quotes the prophet Isaiah. Upon answering the next
question, John announces that the saviour they seek is
already among them, but as yet unrecognized. John's
response highlights for us an important Advent theme: Jesus
has already come into the world as our saviour. During
Advent, we pray that we will be able to recognize Jesus'
presence in our midst. Advent also reminds us that Jesus will
come again to fulfil the promise of salvation. We pray that we
will continue to be watchful as we anticipate that great day.
The third Sunday of Advent is also called Gaudete Sunday.
Gaudete, a Latin word which means “rejoice,” is taken from
the entrance antiphon for Sunday’s Mass. This theme is
echoed in today's second reading from the first Letter to the
Thessalonians. It is a reminder that Advent is a season of joy
because our salvation is already at hand.

Taken from Loyola Press - Sunday Connection
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Radio Maria Ireland operates as a not-for-profit, non-
commercial, internet-streaming radio station. Their
mission is to help communicate God's divine love and
mercy for all mankind through the teachings and
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PREPARE

JOYEULLY!

How areyou Christmas preparations going foryou? Shopping
done?Outfits planned? Eventsin the diary? Decorations up?Or
isitall stilla muddle? Does it even feel like you're approaching
Christmas yet? Sometimes it all gets so busy doesn' it, and
otherthingslikeexams andvisitsand more mundanejobs get
intheway of excitementandjoy. Maybeit's evensstressful, ora
lonely time of year foryou ifyou have lost someone you dearly
loved. Today is Gaudete Sunday, the Sunday we're called to
pause and reflect on joy in the Advent season - because
Christmas is the season of Joy: Joy Incamate was bom at
Christmas time, and that's a good thing to remember in the
midst of a dark and dreary month of December! It's a hard
thing to remember though when we see so much suffering
around us in our own communities and in the world at large.
But today we can hit the pause button and take a good look
around us to choose to find the joy! Jesus asked John the
Baptist's disciples to look for signs of His Kingdom - to see the
Good News already present through His actions. We can do
the same thingin our own world. Make a conscious effort this
week to notice goodness and kindness around you, and to
bring thatjoy to others too! Make your heart a joyful place for
JesusthisChristmastime.

Thisweek:

Make a decision today to live advent joyfully and
preparing to welcome Jesus. Take a look at your daily
schedule. Where can you fit five to ten minutes in
each day for prayer? Can you set your alarm to go off
earlier? Can you cut out a few minutes of tv / gamin

/ music? decide FOR WHOLE-HEARTED ]gOYPU %
PREPARATION - IF YOU DONT DECIDE, IT
WON'T HAPPEN!

2 'Advent: More than a chocolate calendar” (Fr Mike)
£ ) Make Room (Casting Crowns)

i" To the Heights Youth Resource also available

.5 Family Prayer

As we draw vear to you, Lord God, keep us
aware of your presence in all we do. Corve with
power to enlighten us by your grace, that we
may live in praise and peace al? our days. We
ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

EVENTS

Live Crib in St. Mary's Parish, Cahir: December
16th, Saturday, 4-8pm with the Servant Sisters of
the Home of the Mother.

Monastic Shop: Sisters of Mary Morning Star:
Weekdays 2 - 5.30pm. Please ring doorbell.
Handmade gifts: Lemon Curds, Jams, Greeting
Cards, Rosaries, CDs, Pictures, Calligraphies,
Candles, Woodwork. The Friary, Lady Lane,
Waterford.

A Thrill of Hope: Taking a look at Scripture:
Preparing for Christmas led by the Servant
Sisters ot the Home of the Motheér. 3 Thursdays
of Advent: 7, 14, 21 December. 6pm Scripture
Talk in the Parish Rooms, 7pm Advent Holy
Hour in the Main Church. (7th December Mass
instead of Holy Hour). St Mary’s Parish Church,
Cahir, Co. Tipperary

of the Most Holy Trinity Waterford. Exposition of
the Blessed Sacrament, candle light, music, silence,
confessions available. Time to be confirmed.

L/l)ghtfever: Saturday 23rd December - Cathedral

Click the Subscribe Button OR go to www.waterfordlismore.ie/resources
+ Faith@Home / Let's Dive In Newsletters (faithathome@waterfordlismore.ie) WEEKLY
» To the Heights Youth Newsletter (youthministry@waterfordlismore.ie) WEEKLY ™
+ Check it Out! Diocesan Events Bulletin (events@waterfordlismore.ie) FORTNIGHTLY  [=]¢
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https://forms.gle/aQdmztmm3BmTrgKF6
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SA-gx-PWB0A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SA-gx-PWB0A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iUFSxt7qkNw
https://www.radiomaria.ie/
https://www.radiomaria.ie/
https://www.instagram.com/radiomariaireland/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/Radiomariaireland/
https://twitter.com/RadioMariaIRE?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCuegZBpijb7-_8Nets03T9A
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/radio-maria-world-family/id848153139
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.radiomaria.ir&gl=US
https://apps.microsoft.com/store/detail/radio-maria/9WZDNCRDPZ2L?hl=en-ie&gl=ie&rtc=1

