Jubilee Year of Hope Hymn: Pilgrims of Hope
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God, so tender and so patient,
dawn of hope, you care for all.
Heav’n and earth are recreated
by the Spirit of Life set free.

Like a flame my hope is burning,
may my song arise to you:

Source of life that has no
ending,

on life’s path I trust in you. Refrain
Verse 1 Verse 3.
Ev’ry nation, tongue, and Raise your eyes, the wind is
people blowing,

find a light within your Word. for our God is born in time.
Scattered fragile sons and Son made man for you and
daughters many

find a home in your dear Son. who will find the way in him.
Refrain Refrain

Thursday 24th July: Feast of St Declan of Ardmore.
Prayer to St. Declan.

God our father, we give thanks for the life of St. Declan who sowed the
seeds of faith among the people of the Déise. We praise his name. We
visit the places made holy by his presence. We walk in his footsteps, on
the path taken by generations of pilgrims as we journey to the Father’s
House. We pray that we may step out in faith, hope and love, walking
with Jesus, guided by the Holy Spirit on our journey home. We make this
prayer through Christ your Son, our Lord. Amen.

Summer Faith Camp.

St. Joseph’s Primary School, Dungarvan will run Joy of Faith Catholic
Summer Camp from Monday 7th - Thursday 10th July from 10am - 3pm.
Children will be able to participate in team games, music, action songs,
drama, arts and crafts and prayer. The cost is €40 (€25 for each
additional child). Contact Shauna on 087 137 8364 to book.
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Two New Saints on Sept. 7" next.

Blessed Carlo Acutis (1991 — 2006) and Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati
(1901 — 1925) will be named saints of the Church in Rome by Pope Leo
XVI on September 7™, 2025.

Blessed Carlo Acutis, 3 May 1991— 12 October 2006.
Carlo Acutis was born in London, England, on 3 May 1991, to Andrea
Acutis and Antonia Salzano, members of wealthy Italian families. The
family moved to Milan in September 1991.

Passion for the Eucharist.

He developed a true passion for the Eucharist which
he called ‘his highway to heaven’ and at age 11 used his
computer skills to create a website that traced the history
of all known Eucharistic miracles that has been used by
more than 10,000 parishes throughout the world
(miracolieueucaristici.org) He once asked his mother
why sports stadiums were so full of people and
churches so empty. He would say: ‘They have to see;
they have to understand.’

IIness.

On 1 October 2006, Carlo developed an inflammation of the throat. His
parents brought him to a doctor who diagnosed parotitis and dehydration.
A few days later, Carlo’s pain worsened. By Sunday, 8 October, Carlo
was too weak to get out of bed to go to Mass.

Carlo was brought to a clinic that specialized in blood diseases and was
diagnosed with deadly form of leukaemia. He was given little chance of
recovery. He was rushed to intensive care and put on a respirator. Next
day, Carlo was transferred to a hospital in Milan where he died a few days
later on October 16", 2006.

Burial Places.
Carlo was initially buried in the Ternengo town cemetery in the Italian
region of Piedmont.
However, in January 2007, his body was transferred to the cemetery in



Assisi, the same town where St. Francis of Assisi, one of the most revered
saints, is buried. On Jan. 23, 2019, Carlo’s body was exhumed, and on
April 6 that year, his remains were transferred to St. Mary Major Parish.
Inside the church on the right, Carlo’s body is exhibited inside a glass
case, looking as if he were asleep.
Venerable Carlo Acutis. Pope Francis confirmed Carlo’s life as one
of heroic virtue on 5 July 2018, declaring him Venerable.
Blessed Carlo Acutis. On October 20™, 2020, Carlo was declared Blessed
in Assisi.

Soon to be Saint.
On May 23", 2024, Pope Francis recognized a second miracle attributed
to the intercession of Acutis and approved the promulgation of
canonization to finalise the process of making him the
first Millennial saint. Carlo was due to be named a saint on Divine Mercy
Sunday, April 27", 2025. Owing to the death of Pope Francis on Easter
Monday, April 21%, 2025, the canonization was postponed. Pope Leo XVI
has set Sunday, Sept. 7" as the new date for the canonization of Blessed
Carlo Acutis and Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati.

The Jubilee of Sport, Rome 15/6/2025.

During this Jubilee Year of Hope, various groups and organisations
celebrate the Jubilee. Many of them go to Rome to celebrate and visit the
Holy Doors.

On Sunday, June 15™, 2025: Feast of the Most Holy Trinity, the
Jubilee of Sport was celebrated in Rome with Pope Leo XIV.

During his homily he said: Every good and worthwhile human activity is
in some way a reflection of God’s infinite beauty, and sport is certainly
one of these

Sports are not only about physical achievements, however extraordinary,
but also about giving of ourselves, putting ourselves out — for our
personal improvement, for our athletic supporters, for our loved ones, our
coaches and colleagues, for the greater public, and even for our
opponents. Being a “good sport” is more important than winning or
not. Saint John Paul II — himself, as we know, a sportsman — put it this
way: “Sport is joy of life, a game, a celebration...’

Pope Leo goes on to speak about three ways which make sport a means
of training in human and Christian virtues.

Firstly, in a society marked by so much individualism and isolation,
‘team sports — teaches the value of cooperating, working together

and sharing. These (as we said) are at the very heart of God’s own life
(cf. Jn 16:14-15).” Sport can be an important means of meeting other
sportspeople, communities, schools, workplaces and families.

Secondly, ‘in an increasingly digital society, where technology brings
distant people closer together, yet often creates distances between those
who are physically close, sport proves a valuable and concrete means of
bringing individuals together, providing a healthier sense of the body, of
space, effort and real time. It counters the temptation to escape into
virtual worlds and it helps to preserve a healthy contact with nature and
with real life, where genuine love is experienced (cf. 1 Jn 3:18).’

Thirdly, ‘in our competitive society, where it seems that only the strong
and winners deserve to live, sport also teaches us how to lose. It forces
us, in learning the art of losing, to confront one of the deepest truths of
our human condition: our fragility, our limitations and our
imperfections. This is important, because it is through the experience of
these limits that we open our hearts to hope. Athletes who never make
mistakes, who never lose, do not exist. Champions are not perfectly
Sfunctioning machines, but real men and women, who, when they fall,
find the courage to get back on their feet. Saint John Paul Il hit the mark
when he said that Jesus is “the true athlete of God” because he defeated
the world not by strength, but by the fidelity of love (cf. Homily at the Mass
for the Jubilee of Sportsmen and Sportswomen, 29 October 2000).’

In conclusion, Pope Leo asks us to turn to Mary: Let us ask her to
accompany our effort and enthusiasm, and to guide it always toward the
greatest victory of all: the prize of eternal life on that playing field where
games will never end and our joy will be complete. (ct. 7 Cor 9:24-25; 2 Tim 4:7-8)

Hope. Sunday, July 27™, 2025: World Day of
Hope is the thing Grandparents and the Elderly.
1 . 66
with feathers that The late Pope Francis chose: “blessed are

those who have not lost hope” (cf.Sir 14:2)
perches in the soul as the theme of the Fifth World Day of
Grandparents and the Elderly, to be held this
year on Sunday 27™ July. In the Jubilee year,
_ without the words — | the Day is intended to be an opportunity to
reflect on how the presence of grandparents
And never stops atall. | and the elderly can become a sign of hope in

Emily Dickinson. every family and church community.

and sings the tune
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