
The Angelus 

The Angel of the Lord declared unto 
Mary… 
And she conceived by the Holy Spirit. 

Hail Mary, full of grace, 
The Lord is with thee. 

Blessed art thou among women 
And blessed is the fruit of thy womb, 
Jesus. 

Holy Mary, mother of God, Pray for us 
sinners, 
Now, and at the hour of our death. Amen. 

Behold the handmaid of the Lord… 
Be it done unto me according to thy word. 

Hail Mary… 
And the Word was made flesh… 
And dwelt among us.  

Hail Mary…. 
Pray for us, O holy Mother of God… 
That we may be made 
worthy of the  
promises of Christ. 

Newer Concluding 
Prayer 

Let us pray: Lord fill our 
hearts with your love and as 
you revealed to us by an 
angel the coming of your Son 
as man, so lead us through 
his suffering and death to the 
glory of his resurrection, for 
he lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, God for 
ever and ever. Amen 

Older Concluding Prayer 

Let us Pray: Pray fourth we 
beseech you, O’ Lord, your 
grace into our hearts that we, 
to whom the Incarnation of 
Christ, your Son, was made 
known by the message of an 
angel, may by his Passion 
and Cross be brought to the 
glory of his Resurrection. 
Through the same Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 

Celebrating 75 years of the Angelus Bell on Radio 

The broadcasting of the Angelus Bell celebrates its 75th birthday this 
August. It was first broadcast on August 17, 1950, on Radio Eireann 
from the Pro-Cathedral in Dublin. When RTE One opened on New 
Year’s Eve 1961, the Angelus was broadcast, accompanied by religious 
images. These images were replaced in 2009 by non-religious images 
which encourage reflection and a pause for prayer. It is claimed that the 
three-three-three-nine format of  bell strokes best suits the recitation of 
the prayers of the Angelus.  

A devotion in the honour of  the Word made Flesh, it takes its name 
from the first word of  the Prayer: Angelus means Angel. 
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August 2025 
Soon to be Saints. 

Two young people will be named Saints of the Church by Pope Leo XIV 
on September 7th next - Blessed Carlo Acutis (3/5/1991 – 12/10/2006) and 
Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati (6/4/1901 – 4/7/1925).  

Our Lady of Waterford.  

The Statue representing Our Lady under this title is a very beautiful piece 
of wood carving in the Church of the Dominicans in Waterford. The title 
is an appropriate one since this venerable Statue has helped countless 
generations of Waterford people in their devotion to the Mother of God. 
It has been claimed that this Statue once held a place of honour in the 
original Dominican Priory founded in Waterford in 1226. 
Whether or not this is true it is certain that the devotion 
which it represents dates back to that time. When the last 
Prior, William Martin, surrendered the old Dominican 
Abbey of St. Saviour’s to Henry VIII in 1541 the site 
contained a chapel called “Our Lady’s Chapel”. It is possible 
that the Statue was procured for that Chapel. It was made on 
the Continent of Europe but its date of origin is uncertain. 
Dispossession and persecution failed to dim the devotion of 
the people of Waterford to the Mother of God. In 1580 the 
Protestant bishop complained bitterly about “public wearing 
of beads and praying upon the same - worshipping of images and setting 
them openly in their house doors, with ornaments and decking's”. 
The Statue of Our Lady of Waterford helped to sustain this devotion. 
Without the shelter of a Priory or a Chapel the Statue somehow survived 
the fury of persecution. Three layers of paint were removed in 1932 to 
reveal a coating of wax or cement like covering probably put on the Statue 
in order to hide it away safely during times of persecution.   
In 1815 on the death of Father Anthony Duane it seemed as if the 
Dominican tradition in Waterford had come to an end. The Statue was 
removed to the Dominican Church in Kilkenny, whence it was taken to 
Limerick. 
From A Brief History of ‘Our Lady of Waterford’ by Fr. Henry Peel. O. P. Printed in 
Our Lady of Waterford , Marian Year (7/6/1987-15/8/1988) Shrine Leaflet , Dominican  
Church,  Waterford. The 2nd and final part will be included in next month’s newsletter. 



15th August: Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. 

‘This expression in the Gospel is beautiful: “Mary arose and 
went” (Lk 1:39). It means that Mary does not consider the news she 
received from the Angel a privilege but, on the contrary, she leaves 
home and sets out with the haste of someone who wishes to announce 
that joy to others and with the eagerness to be of service to her cousin. In 
reality, this first journey is a metaphor for her whole life, because from 
that moment on, Mary will always be on the move: she will always be 
on the move following Jesus as a disciple of the Kingdom. And, in the 
end, her earthly pilgrimage concludes with her Assumption into Heaven 
where, together with her Son, she enjoys the joy of eternal life forever.’  

Pope Francis: Angelus Address, 15/8/2024. 

Masses for Friday, 15th August. 
(In St. Mary’s Parish Church and the Friary Church only) 

Vigil Mass, Thursday, 14th August: 6.15pm. (The Friary only) 

Thursday, 15th August: St. Mary’s 11am and 7.30pm. 

The Friary 10am. 

Novena to Our Mother of Perpetual Help. 

This novena begins on Monday, 1st September 2025 and continues for 9 
Mondays at 7.30pm each Monday. No 9.30am Mass on Mondays during 
the novena. We encourage people to make a special effort to attend 
all or part of this novena as a way of doing something special for this 
Jubilee Year of Hope. 

St Augustine of Hippo • Feast 28 August 

Five profound quotes from St Augustine (354-430), one of the greatest 
theologians and philosophers of the early Church; his writings:  
especially Confessions and The City of God - are filled with deep spiritual 
insights. 

•  “You have made us for Yourself, O Lord, and our hearts are 
restless until they rest in You.” 

• “To fall in love with God is the greatest romance; to seek Him the 
greatest adventure; to find Him, the greatest human achievement.” 

• “Love, and do what you will. For if you love, you will do no 
evil.” (Homily on 1 John 7:8) 

 Prayer of St Monica (mother of St Augustine) • Feast 27 August 

St Monica is a patron saint of mothers, troubled children, and 
perseverance. Her life teaches that no soul is beyond the reach of prayer. 

Prayer for Her Son’s Conversion 

“Nothing is far from God, and I need not fear that He will not know 
where to find my son.” 

On Perseverance in Prayer 
“The child of so many tears shall never perish.” (A bishop’s reassurance 
to Monica about Augustine, which became a testament to her faithful 
intercession.) 

Her Dying Words to Augustine 
“Bury my body wherever you will… Only one thing I ask of you: 
Remember me at the altar of the Lord.” (Her humble request, 
emphasising her lifelong devotion to the Eucharist.) 

Intercom, July /August, p.34  

Beatitudes for Carers.  

The good Samaritan was someone who cared. 
Blessed are those who care: 
They will let people know they are loved. 
Blessed are those who are gentle: they will help people to grow 
As the sun helps the buds to unfold. 
Blessed are those who listen: they will lighten many a burden. 
Blessed are those who know how to let go: 
They will have the joy of seeing people find themselves. 
Blessed are those who, when nothing can be done or said. 
Do not walk away, but remain to provide 
A comforting and supportive presence: 
They will help the sufferer to bear the unbearable. 
Blessed are those who recognise their own need to receive: 
They will be able to give all the better. 
And blessed are those who give without hope of return: 
They will give people an experience of God. 

Flor McCarthy: New Sunday & Holyday Homilies. Year C p.251 

• “Faith is to believe what you do not see; the reward of this faith is 
to see what you believe.” 

• “Late have I loved You, O Beauty ever ancient, ever new! Late 
have I loved You!” 


