
 

 

Joy of Faith Youth Group 

Explore the treasures of our Catholic 
faith! Ages 13-17 years. All are 
welcome! Faith - Fun - Friendship - 
Games - Outings. 
 2nd & 4th Friday of the month 
(Starting October 10th) 7.00 - 8.30pm 
Contact:0871378364 
e:youthclubdungarvan@hotmail.com 
Under the auspices of St. Mary’s 
Parish, Dungarvan 

Diocese of Waterford and Lismore 
Eucharistic Adoration Retreat  
Bishop Alphonsus Cullinan D.D. will 
attend Sunday 12th October 2-5pm  
St. Mary’s Church Mitchell Street, 
Dungarvan, Co. Waterford 2.00pm  
Rosary / Confessions 2.15pm Retreat 
Talk - by Fr. Kevin (Home of the 
Mother) 3.15pm Silent Adoration 
4.00pm Mass. All are Welcome 

Book Launch. 
From Croke Park to Glencairn. 

Sr. Lily Scullion, a Cistercian nun at St Mary’s Abbey, Glencairn, Lismore 
has written her autobiography called ‘From Croke 
Park to Glencairn’. It is a fascinating story of 
growing up and working on the family farm in 
Ahoghill, Co Antrim. She won an All Ireland 
camogie medal with Antrim in 1967. She worked in 
various jobs and eventually in youth work in 
Northern Ireland. To everyone’s surprise she 
entered Glencairn in 1980. She is still there 45 years 
later. During those years she has served in many 
capacities in the community and on the farm which 
she is managing for the last 15 years. 
The book will be launched in the Hospitality 
Centre, Glencairn Abbey (P51 X725) on 
Saturday 11th October 2025 at 3.30 pm. Please join us on the day. 
Copies may be bought at The Parish Office, St Mary’s Parish Church 
Dungarvan, Lismore Post Office, The Pharmacy, Tallow and The Heritage 
Centre, Lismore. Price: €15. 

‘My husband, Charlie. He wanted to save young men, just like the one who 
took his life. That young man. That young man on the cross. Our Savior 
said, "Father, forgive them, for they not know what they do." That man. 
That young man. I forgive him. I forgive him because it was what Christ did 
in his. What Charlie would do? The answer to hate is not hate. The answer 
we know from the gospel is love and always love.’   
(From Erika Kirk’s Speech at the Memorial at State Farm Stadium in Glendale, 
Arizona, Sunday 21st September for her husband Charlie Kirk who was shot 
dead at Utah University Campus on 10th September 2025.) 

 

 

 Parishes of St. Mary’s, Dungarvan, An Rinn and 
Sean Phobal , Kilgobinet, Colligan and Kilbrien  

October 2025 

St. Pier Giorgio Frassati (1901 – 1925)  
& 

 St. Carlo Acutis (1991 – 2006) 
 

From Pope Leo XIV’s Homily at their Canonization in Rome on 
Sunday, 7th September 2025. 
‘Both Pier Giorgio and Carlo cultivated their love for God and for their brothers 
and sisters through simple acts, available to everyone: daily Mass, prayer, and 
especially Eucharistic Adoration. Carlo used to say: “In front of the sun, you 
get a tan. In front of the Eucharist, you become a saint!” And again: “Sadness is 
looking at yourself; happiness is looking at God. Conversion is nothing more 
than shifting your gaze from below to above; a simple movement of the eyes is 
enough”. 
Another essential practice for them was frequent Confession. Carlo wrote: 
“The only thing we really have to fear is sin;” and he marvelled because — in 
his own words — “people are so concerned with the beauty of their bodies and 
do not care about the beauty of their souls.” 
Finally, both had a great devotion to the saints and to the Virgin Mary, and 
they practiced charity generously. Pier Giorgio said: “Around the poor and 
the sick, I see a light that we do not have” He called charity “the foundation of 
our religion” and, like Carlo, he practiced it above all through small, concrete 
gestures, often hidden, living what Pope Francis called “a holiness found in our 
next-door neighbours” (Apostolic Exhortation Gaudete et Exsultate, 7).’Even 
when illness struck them and cut short their young lives, not even this 
stopped them nor prevented them from loving, offering themselves to God, 
blessing him and praying to him for themselves and for everyone. One day Pier 
Giorgio said: “The day of my death will be the most beautiful day of my life”. 
In his last photo, which shows him climbing a mountain in the Val di Lanzo, 
with his face turned towards his goal, he wrote: “Upwards” (Ibid). Moreover, 
Carlo, who was even younger than Pier Giorgio, loved to say that heaven has 
always been waiting for us, and that to love tomorrow is to give the best of our 

Dear friends, Saints Pier Giorgio Frassati and Carlo Acutis are an 
invitation to all of us, especially young people, not to squander our lives, 
but to direct them upwards and make them masterpieces. They encourage 
us with their words: “Not I, but God,” as Carlo used to say. And Pier Giorgio: 
“If you have God at the centre of all your actions, then you will reach the end.” 
This is the simple but winning formula of their holiness. It is also the type of 
witness we are called to follow, in order to enjoy life to the full and meet the 
Lord in the feast of heaven.” 



 

 

Mission Sunday Collection, 18/19 October 2025 
The Mission Sunday Collection will be taken up as a second collection at all 
Masses on the weekend of 18/19 October 2025. Please use the white envelope 
in your box of envelopes or put your donation in an envelope marked Mission 
Sunday Collection with your name on it. Thank you. 

Celebrations in October. 

October is the Month of Mission and St. Therese of Lisieux is  
Patroness of the Missions. 

1st October: St. Therese of the Child Jesus/The Little Flower (1873 – 
1897). "Kindness is my only guiding star." St. Therese. 
4th October: St. Francis of Assisi (1181 – 1226). 
"All the darkness in the world cannot extinguish the light of a single 
candle." St. Francis. 
5th October: St Faustina Kowalska (1905 – 1935). 
Jesus is love and Mercy itself.  There is no misery that could be a 
match for His mercy. 
7th October: Our Lady of the Rosary.  
9th October: St John Henry Newman. (1801 - 1890) 
11th October: Pope St John XXIII (1881 – 1963). 
15th October: St. Teresa of Avila (1515 – 1582).‘Let nothing disturb 
you, let nothing frighten you, all things are passing away: God never 
changes. Patience attains all things. Whoever has God lacks  
nothing; God alone suffices.’ 
18th October: St. Luke, the Gospel Writer. 
22nd October: Pope Saint John Paul II (1920 – 2005). ‘We are not the 
sum of our weaknesses and failures; we are the sum of the        
Father’s love for us and our real capacity to become the image of 
His Son. 
23rd October: World Mission Sunday. 
25th October: Anniversary of the Dedication of Waterford               
Cathedral on 25th October 1923. 
27th October: St Otteran (Waterford). A descendant of Conall Gulban is 
usually identified with Odhran who preceded Columba in Iona. His 
death is recorded in 548 and his grave was greatly revered in Iona. He 
was chosen by the Vikings as patron of the city of Waterford in 1096 
and later patron of the diocese. (liturgical Calendar for Ireland 2025) 
28th October: SS Simon and Jude, Apostles. 
31st October: Blessed Dominic Collins, Youghal (c. 1566 – 1602) 
Martyr. 

 

 

Many of the appearances of Mary, especially at Lourdes and Fatima, have 
been associated with the praying of the Rosary. Numerous popes and saints 
have urged the faithful to pray the Rosary. Opening the Marian Year in 
1987, the Rosary was a global prayer for peace offered by large groups at 
Marian shrines such as those in Washington DC, Lourdes, Frankfurt, 
Manila, Bombay, Rio de Janeiro and Dakar.  

The popularity of the Rosary has been attributed to St. Dominic and the 
Dominican Order. It grew out of the laity’s desire to have 150 prayers to 
match the 150 psalms chanted by the monks in monasteries. In 1569, St 
Pius V officially recommended the praying ‘of 150 angelic salutations… 
with the Lord’s prayer at each decade... while meditating on the mysteries 
which recall the entire life of the Lord Jesus Christ’.  

The Rosary is a scripture-based prayer. It began with the Apostles’ Creed, 
which is it itself a summary of the great mysteries of Catholic faith, based 
on scripture, from creation through redemption and up to the Resurrection 
of the body and everlasting life.  

The Our Father, which introduces each mystery, is taken from the Gospels. 
The first part of the Hail Mary is composed from verses from the Gospel of 
Luke (1:29 and 1:42), the angel’s announcing Christ’s birth and 
Elizabeth’s greeting to Mary. Saint Pius V officially added the second part 
of the Hail Mary. (Irish Catholic Catechism for Adults, pages 334-336)  

 

In 2002, Pope John Paul II added five new Mysteries of Light to the 
Rosary: The Baptism of Jesus; The Wedding at Cana; The 
Proclamation/Announcing of the Gospel; The Transfiguration of 
Jesus; The Giving of the Eucharist at the Last Supper. 

7th October: Our Lady of the Rosary: The Rosary. 

‘The Rosary is the prayer which always accompanies my life; it is also the 
prayer of simple people and the saints; it is the prayer of my heart” Pope Francis.  

Rosary beads and leaflets are available, free of charge, at Our Lady’s 
Shrine, St. Mary’s Parish Church. 

The Novena to Our Mother of Perpetual Help. 
This novena continues each Monday at 7.30pm until Monday, 27th October 
2025. No 9.30am Mass on Mondays during the novena. 


