St. Mary’s Parish Novena of Masses for the Holy Souls 2025.
22 November — 30 November 2025.

The 9 Masses will be celebrated as follows:

Saturday, 22" November: 7.30pm.

Sunday, 23" November: 10am.

Monday, 24" November — Thursday, 27" November: 9.30am.
Friday, 28" November: 7.30pm. — Mass of Remembrance.
Saturday, 29" November: 7.30pm.

Sunday, 30" November: 10am.

AL

. At the 7.30pm Mass on Friday, 28" November, the names
\\ \ g of those whose funerals and/or burials took place in St.
=2 Mary’s Parish in the past year, that is, 1 November 2024 —
31 October 2025 will be read out. Please note that we may
not have contact details for relatives of all of those. If not contacted,
please contact the parish office and give the required details.
Also, at that Mass, names of people, including parishioners whose
funerals took place elsewhere in the past year, that is 1 November 2024
— 31 October 2025, will be read out. As always, we rely on you to give
the names to the parish office of relatives or friends whose funerals took
place elsewhere during the past year.
On that night (Friday 28" November), a candle with the name of the

deceased on it will be lighted for each one of them.

After that Mass on 28™ November each family is invited to take home
the candle in remembrance of their loved one.

Office Phone: 058 42374 or email at parishofficedungarvan@gmail.com

Weekend Masses in Our Parishes.

Parishes of St. Mary’s, Dungarvan, An Rinn and Sean -~ .
Phobal , Kilgobinet, Colligan and Kilbrien &Yy :
November 2025

November: Month of the Holy Souls
Feast of All Saints.
Friday, 31st October: 6.15pm Vigil Mass, Friary only.
No Vigil Mass in St Mary’s.
Saturday, 1st November: 11am and 7.30 pm Vigil Mass, St. Mary’s.
10am and 6.15pm Vigil Mass, the Friary.
Sunday, 2nd November: Commemoration of All the Faithful
Departed/All Souls Day.
Usual Sunday Masses. Friary 9am and 11am. St Mary’s 10am and 12noon.

Saturday 1st November: Feast of All Saints

If we know who we are, we will know how to act. The solemnity of All
Saints today reminds us of who we are and what a bright future can be
ours. As we celebrate today all the saints, both those canonised and those
who are unknown, we are joyful that they have reached the goal of life:
heaven. They remind us to keep our sights fixed high, to remember who
we are and the glorious possibility that God offers us. The saints
encourage us in our own struggles because like us they also endured
struggles, they grew from strength to strength, and they matured in the
Lord as they grew in years.

We treasure the writing of St. Teresa of Avila, St. John of the Cross, The
Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius, and the writings of all the saints.
Although the saints had much room for growth early in their lives, by the
end of their lives we see that they were living the Beatitudes of our Gospel
today (Mt 5:1-12). Therefore, they give encouragement to us as we are
aware of our need for further growth. They remind us to keep our sights
fixed high, to remember who we are and the glorious possibility that God

offers us. We know they are praying for us.
(from Intercom, November 2024, p.32. Part of a Homily by Fr. Tommy Lane.)

Sunday Masses:

Vigil Masses on Saturdays: S
9am: The Friary

6pm: An Rinn ; ] .
6:15pm: The Friary %8a3r?)arsnt (1\)/[1?{ aSriI;?lI'lSh Church

7:30pm: St. Mary’s Parish Church | { 12m: The Friar
730pm Colligan or Kilbrien on 11.30am Kileobinet:
alternate Saturdays 12 noon: St. Mary’s Parish Church

‘Pray continually and never lose heart’
‘....Christ speaks to his disciples of the “need to pray always, and not to
lose heart” (Lk 18:1) Just as we never grow weary of breathing, so let us
never grow weary of praying! Just as breathing sustains the life of the
body, so prayer sustains the life of the soul: faith, in fact, is expressed in

prayer, and authentic prayer lives on faith.
From Pope Leo XIV’s Homily in Rome at the canonization of seven Blesseds, Mission Sunday,
19th October 2025




Sunday 2nd November, Commemoration of all the Faithful
Departed/All Souls Day
Matthew 11:25-30
Today is the day when we give expression to what we refer to in the creed
as ’the communion of saints’. We believe that there is a deep spiritual
communion between those of us who are still on our pilgrim way and those
who have come to the end of their pilgrim journey. As the funeral liturgy if
the Church states, ’all the ties of love and affection that knit us together in
this life do not unravel with death’. Saint Paul puts it more simply in his
first letter to the Corinthians, ’love ever ends’. One of the ways we
expressed our communion with our loved ones before they died was by
praying for them. If we are people of faith, we will always pray for those
who are significant for us; we might light a candle for them. Just as our
love for our loved ones does not cease when they die, neither does our
praying for them cease, because it is one expression of our enduring love
for them. Today is a special day of prayerful remembrance for our loved
ones who have died. A traditional prayer we often pray for those who have
died is ’eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine
upon them’. Eternal rest is an eternal revival of our deepest spirit, our
deepest self. One of the early saints of the Church, Saint Ephrem, wrote, ’in
the kingdom our departed ones achieve their full stature’. When we are
praying that God would give our departed loved ones eternal rest, we are
praying that their best self would be fully revived, that they would attain
their full stature as people made in God’s image. The invitation of Jesus in
today’s gospel reading, ’Come to me’, and his promise, I will give you
rest’, suggest that already in this earthly life we can begin to enter into this
rest, this revival of our drooping spirit. We are often in need of the Lord’s
gift of rest, especially when our spirits droop. We have the Lord’s
assurance there in the gospel reading that if we come to him, if we turn to
him, we will indeed experience a foretaste of that eternal rest or revival that

awaits us beyond death.
(Excerpts from Fr. Martin Hogan'’s: Your word is a ramp on my path, pp217— 278)

Prayer

Prayer is the key to each morning and the lock to each evening.
Mahatma Ghandhi.

THOUGHTS ON DEATH

St Pier Giorgio Frassati: No Need to Fear Death.
Pier Giorgio did not fear death, he said: it is a ‘very simple transition
from life to Life, which should never frighten us in any way.’

St Pier Giorgio Frassati: The Day of My Death.

‘The day of my death will be the most beautiful day of my life.’

Pope Francis: Death A New Beginning.

“Death is not the end of everything, but the beginning of something. It is a
new beginning... because eternal life, which those who love already begin
to experience on earth, is the beginning of something that will never end.”
Pope Leo XIV: Death never has the Last Word.

“But death never has the last word! The last word, which opens the doors
to eternity and joy that lasts forever, is the resurrection, which knows no
discouragement or pain that imprisons us in the extreme difficulty of not
finding meaning in our existence”.

33 Missionaries Killed in 2024

Fides, the Vatican based news agency, presents the stories of missionaries
and pastoral workers who have been murdered around the world. The 2024
report highlights the tragic deaths of 33 Catholic Missionaries, including
eight priests and five lay people, men and women who dedicated their lives
to serving vulnerable communities, often in regions fraught with violence,
poverty and social injustice. The term ‘missionary’ includes all Catholics
involved in pastoral work who were killed while living their faith. It also
notes that the two most dangerous continents for missionary work are
Africa and South America, with five deaths recorded in each. The
missionaries are from: Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of
Congo, Tzaneen, Pretoria, Columbia, Ecuador, Honduras, Mexico, Brazil,
Spain and Poland. (from Mission Matters Newsletter: Issue 10. page 5 - 7)

A Litany of Remembrance.
In the rising of the sun and in its going down.
We remember them.
In the blowing of the wind and in the chill of winter.
We remember them.
In the blueness of the sky and in the warmth of summer.
We remember them.
In the rustling of the leaves and in the beauty of autumn.
We remember them.
In the beginning of the year and when it ends.
We remember them.
When we are lost and sick at heart.
We remember them.
When we have joys, we yearn to share.
We remember them.
So long as we live, they too shall live.
We will remember them.




