Advent. Family Prayers

Come, Lord Jesus,

make your home in this family that you have created with love.
Be the joy in every heart.

Be the strength for those who are poor.

Be the light for those in darkness.

Be the peace for those who live in fear.

Come, Lord Jesus,

teach us how to love one another.

Come, Lord Jesus,

bless our family and all its

members and friends.

Bind us together with your love.

Give us kindness and patience to support each other.
Let the gift of your peace come into our hearts and remain with us.
May we rejoice in all the

blessings that you have given to us.

Come, Lord Jesus. Amen.

I await your presence
God of hope, I await your presence.
Enter into my heart.
Enter into my mind.
Enter into the hearts of those I love.
Enter into the hearts of those who are lonely at this time.
Enter into the hearts of those who are homeless.
Enter into the hearts of those who are ill.
God of hope, I await your presence.
Lord, the day is drawing near when the birth of your Son will make radiant
the night of the waiting world.
May his quiet coming fill us with true peace.
As we look forward to the birthday of Christ,
may we celebrate his love with a new sense of love for each other.
Father in heaven, our minds
and hearts are filled with hope.
Bless those who are less fortunate
than we are at this moment.
Bless those who are homeless, who are hungry, and those people who wit-
ness poverty every day, in our own country and in the developing world.
Bless those who are sick and dying.
May we be blessed during this special time. Amen.

Parishes of St. Mary’s, Dungarvan, An Rinn and Sean
Phobal , Kilgobinet, Colligan and Kilbrien
December 2025

ADVIENT

PREPARING FOR JESUS

Advent. Stay Awake, Prepare for Christ’s Coming

Advent is a season of hope and preparation. The readings
call us to stay awake, readying our hearts for Christ’s
coming - both at Christmas and at the end of time.

[saiah envisions a world where all nations stream to
God’s mountain, seeking peace (Is 2:1-5). Paul urges us
to “wake from sleep”, living honourably as Christ’s
return draws near. In the Gospel, Jesus warns of the
suddenness of his coming, urging vigilance: “Stay &
awake!” st

Like the days of Noah, people were unprepared; we must be different.
Advent invites us to prepare not just for Christmas but for Christ’s second
coming. These readings challenge us to live with purpose, aligning our
lives with God’s kingdom of justice, peace and love.

Advent is a wake-up call. In a world distracted by busyness, materialism or
fear, Jesus urges us to stay alert. Isaiah’s vision of peace inspires us to
build God’s kingdom now - through acts of compassion, forgiveness, and
justice. Paul’s call to “put on Christ” means shedding selfishness and
embracing love. The Gospel’s urgency reminds us that life is fleeting; we
don’t know the hour of Christ’s return.

This Advent, let’s prepare by deepening our prayer, seeking reconciliation
and serving others. Examine your heart: What keeps you from Christ?
Confession, charity and Scripture can refocus us. As we light the Advent
Wreath, let it’s growing light symbolise our growing readiness for Jesus. In
a culture that rushes Christmas, let’s embrace Advent’s quiet anticipation,
trusting that Christ, our hope, is coming to make all things new.

As we enter Advent, let’s stay awake, preparing our hearts for Christ.
Through prayer, penance, and love, may we welcome him at Christmas and
always. May this Eucharist strengthen us to live as his light in the world,

ready for his return.
Michael Kelly : Aid to the Church in Need. Intercom, November 2025, p.40 (Based on
the reading for the First Sunday of Advent. Year A)

Advent Refrain

Gather your people, O God. Here in this time and this place, As we wait,
as we hope, As we long for your coming, O God.




Sunday
D¢ bheatha chugainn, a Dhomnaigh bheannaithe,
L4 brea aoibhinn tar éis na seachtaine,
La brea aoibhinn chun Criost a agallamh.
Corraigh do chos is téire chun an Aifrinn.
Corraigh do croi agus dibir an ghangaid as.
Corraigh do bhéal chun bréithre beannaithe.
Féach suas ar Mhac na Banaltran,
Mac na hOige, 0s € cheannaigh sinn,
Gur leis a bhuafar beo agus marbh sinn.

English translation
We bid you welcome, blessed Sunday
A fine lovely day after the week
, A fine and lovely day to speak to Christ.
* Stir your feet and make your way to Mass.
o Stir your heart and drive from it all spite.
_ Stir your lips and speak words of blessing,
Look up and se the Son of the blessed Nurse,
The Son of the Virgin, for it was he who redeemed us;

May we be his in life and in death.
Fr. Paddy Jones: The Liturgy Page. Intercom, November 2025, p.29.

Jesse Tree

In Advent we begin a new Church Year
It is an opportunity to make New Year resolutions as we do at the
beginning of a new Calendar year. To work on our relationships would be
a wonderful new church year resolution.
My relationship with God.
One thing I will do regularly from now on to keep a relationship with
God....
My relationship with others.
One thing I will do regularly in my life from now on to be the kind of
friend I want to be....
Myself.
One thing I will do regularly in my life from now on to be the kind of
person I want to be....

Work on these relationship. Begin!

God is unchanging and his love lasts forever. Its circular shape reminds us
that God is without beginning or end. Sometimes the candles are given
names which focus our minds on aspects of Advent - hope, love, joy, peace
and light.

Candle 1: The Candle of Hope is also called the Prophets’ Candle.

In Advent the prophets look forward to the coming of the saviour. They
give hope to their people.

Candle 2: The Candle of Peace is also called Angels’ Candle.

The angels sing of glory to God and peace to his people.

Candle 3: The Candle of Joy (Pink) is also called the Shepherds’
Candle. The shepherds share the joy of Jesus’ birth.

Candle 4: The Candle of Love is also called the Bethlehem Candle.
God’s love became one of us in the Child of Betlehem.

Candle 5: The white candle at the centre of the wreath marks the Birth
of Jesus, the true light who enlightens all people, a light that darkness
cannot overpower.

Advent Waiting
We are listening. We are watching. We are waiting in joyful hope for the
coming of our saviour, Jesus Christ.
Gather your people, O God. Here in this time and this place, as we wait, as
we hope, as we long for your coming, O God.

The Jesse Tree

This Jesse Tree reminds us of all family trees. They take us back a long
way, back as far as we can go in the story of our family. This tree reminds
us that Joseph and Mary were of the House of David. It reminds us that the
roots of our Christian family tree, go back down into the story of the Jewish
people and their agreement of love with God in the Old Testament. It
reminds us of how long generations of people waited for the coming of
Jesus. Now he is coming anew this Christmas, and we must be awake so
that we will not miss him when he comes. It reminds us of the Tree of Life
in the Garden of Eden. We decorate it during the weeks of Advent as we
prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus.

The Advent Wreath
The Advent wreath with its increasing light mirrors our increasing joy and
build-up during the weeks of Advent. Its evergreen branches remind us that

Advent
Advent is almost a forgotten season . Already in the marketplace, it is
Christmas. Advent teaches us to wait in hope for what the Lord promises,

for Jesus never disappoints those who trust in him.
Michael Kelly, Intercom , November 2025, p.40




