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Sunday Mass Readings

First Reading:
Ezekiel 37:12-14

Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 129 (130)

Second Reading:

Romans 8:8-11
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Grab your Bible and look up the Gospel reading. Don’t have one?

No worries, you can find this week's readings online HERE.

__Reflect Chat
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o In the Gospel today we hear the story ;)f Jesus In today's Gospel we hear about Jesus raising Lazarus
raising his friend Lazarus to life. from the dead.
e What is the Holy Spirit saying to you through this * What do we believe about Jesus? Martha confessed her

belief in Jesus as the Christ, and Jesus declared He
was the resurrection and the life.

¢ The Creed that we usually pray at Mass is called the
Nicene creed, and the creed we pray at the beginning
of the rosary is the Apostles' Creed. What elements of
our faith make up the creed? Are there any parts we
are confused about?

piece of Scripture? How do these words resonate
with you personally?

e "I am the Resurrection and the Life": Jesus
promises us so much, and we can trust Him: he
defeated the power of sin and death. What do you
need to trust Jesus with this week?

¢ Jesus was moved with compassion when he saw his e Jesus said, "I am the resurrection and the life", "I am
friends Martha and Mary mourning at the death of the Good Shepherd”, "I am the Light of the World".
their brother, and his friend, Lazarus. Do you Can you think of any other statements Jesus made
believe that Jesus is moved with compassion for about Himself?

your suffering and trials too? Lean into His
compassion, believe in His love for you, and His
desire to heal all your wounds this week.

Family

Ghallenge!

Make an effort each day this
week to pray the Apostles'

Lord, you are the resurrection and the Creed together as a family,

. . slowl and rayerfully,
life. You are the Christ who was to come y ~and  prayeriu’y
really thinking about what

into the world. Amen the prayer and profession of
faith means.



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN3pVwI4TcSHYFo6O14TIyA?reload=9
https://www.facebook.com/Diocese-of-Waterford-and-Lismore-124495764656586/
https://www.instagram.com/waterford_and_lismore_diocese/
https://www.catholicireland.net/readings/?feature=sunday
http://www.waterfordlismore.ie/
https://www.facebook.com/Diocese-of-Waterford-and-Lismore-124495764656586/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCN3pVwI4TcSHYFo6O14TIyA?reload=9
https://www.instagram.com/waterford_and_lismore_diocese/
http://www.waterfordlismore.ie/resources

POWER OVER DEATH

Our Gospel on this day, the fifth Sunday of Lent, is again taken from the Gospel
according to John. The reading from John continues the break from Cycle A's focus
on the Gospel of Matthew. Todays Gospel reading recounts another sign, or
miracle, found in John's Gospel, the raising of Lazarus. As our catechumens move
closer to the celebration of their Baptisms at the Triduum, today's reading invites us
to reflect upon what it means to call Jesus the Resurrection and the life.

The context for the story of the raising of Lazarus is the Jewish leaders’ growing
animosity toward Jesus. Jesus has been in Jerusalem, taking part in the feast of the
Dedication, which we have come to know as Hanukkah. The people have been
pressing him to declare plainly whether he is the Messiah. Jesus tells them to look to
his works, which testify to his coming from God. Many do not believe Jesus, however,
and some try to stone him for blasphemy.

Into this scene of confrontation, Mary and Martha, the sisters of Lazarus, send word
to Jesus that his friend is ill. Jesus is said to love Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, but he
delays his journey for two days. The delay heightens the drama and shows Jesus
obedience to God, who is to be glorified through Lazarus's resurrection. When Jesus
finally declares that he will journey to Bethany, his disciples fear for his life. Thomas
dedclares that he and the other disciples should prepare to die with Jesus.

The scene described at Bethany is a sad one. Martha meets Jesus weeping and
saying that if Jesus had been there, Lazarus would not have died. Yet she remains
confident that God will do whatever Jesus asks. Martha affirms her belief that there
will be a resurrection of the dead in the last days. Then Martha's sister, Mary, comes
to Jesus with the same confidence, saying that Jesus could have cured Lazarus. Jesus
asks to be brought to Lazarus's tomb where he prays and calls Lazarus out from the
tomb. At this sign, many come to believe in Jesus, but others take word of the
miracle to the Jewish authorities, who begin their plans for Jesus death.

Set against the backdrop of Jesus impending death, many elements of the raising of
Lazarus foreshadow the good news of Jesus own Resurrection. Jesus, facing the
conflict with the Jewish authorities, acts in complete obedience to God. In raising
Lazarus, Jesus shows his power over death so that when Jesus dies, those who
believe in him might remember that and take hope. Just as Jesus calls for the stone
to be rolled away from Lazarus's tomb, so too will the disciples find the stone rolled
away from Jesus tomb.

With our catechumens preparing for their Baptism at Easter, the Gospel today calls
us to reflect on Baptism as a dying and rising with Jesus. In Baptism we die to sin's
power over us, rising as children of God. In Baptism we join ourselves with Christ,
who conquered death once and for all so that we who believe in him may have
eternal life. With Martha and Mary, we are called to profess our belief that Jesus is
indeed the Resurrection and the life.

Loyola Press Sunday Connection
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There's a lot going on in this
Gospel that's hard for those
involved to understand. Why did
Jesus not go straight to Bethany
when He heard Lazarus wasill?
Jesus stated "This sickness wil
not end in death" and yet .
Lozarus died. Jesus waited a full two doys
before He left for Bethany. He told His disciples
Lozarus was resting (meaning dead) and He
was going to wake Him. Can you just imagine
the confusion? Yet that was nothing compared
to the confusion and devastation Martha and
Mary must have felt that Jesus came too late to
heal their brother. But still, in the midst of this
chaos and grief, Martha still had full faith in
Jesus' ability to do all things. She recognised
that He was the Christ. The onlookers had seen
Jesus work great miracles, and knew He could
have prevented Lozarus' death. So much
frustration, grief and even anger and confusion.
Then Jesus asks for the stone to be rolled away
from the tomb and commands Lazarus to rise
from the dead. Trust in the process - God's
ways are not our ways. Now Jesus' earlier words
about Lazarus' sickness made sense: "through it
the Son of God will be glorified”. Through the
tears and the pain, the doubt and the darkness
of the fomb, it was difficult to trust in the
process, yet Jesus showed His divinity in a far
greater way than if He had simply healed
Lazarus of his sickness. This great miracle was
to foretell His own death and resurrection. We
can only imagine how much the Apostles and
disciples of Jesus had to look back on and
marvel on after His resurrection when the
process started fo make sense in light of His
Passion, Death and Resurrection!

Do you find it difficult to frust in God and His
ways? Try a simple version of the Novena of
Surrender this week. Each day, bring to mind a
particular area of your life that causes you
worry, and then visualise yourself laying it down
at the feet of Jesus, and ten times repeat the
prayer below. Actively trust in the process and
trust in God who knows all things, including

what is best for your life!
GOD'S WAYS ARE NOT OUR WAYS
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScW4-gHeUv6wf7pmu5ROYCh1M_qXoTVZ46oNesTqldYZrJqTw/viewform
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fQMUa96ZTHA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Os6tNHD7J6Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ITkCumgHm7c
https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/liturgical-year/sunday-connection/fifth-sunday-of-lent-cycle-a-sunday-connection/
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